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The Need ior Vigilance
Lest Anti-democratic Forces Misappropriate People’s Voice

Message from Harari Community Organizations in Toronto to the Ethiopian People Toronto, March 31, 2010

We Harari Canadians residing in Toronto are closely following events unfolding around the ongoing election campaign. We commend the EPRDF
government for its wisdom to incorporate the opposition parties as part and parcel of the democratic process. Democracy is the tolerance, protec-
tion and accommodation of what is different from the mainstream insofar as it is played within the limits of the constitution. This is true for opinions
as it is for groups like parties, ethnic entities, etc that are less dominant. Election time is an opportunity when political parties introduce the content
of their policy to the public as designed to improve social, political and economic conditions of the people, with the intention of winning their trust,
and hence, earning favourable ratings that enable them to get elected.

However, a particular group of the opposition parties, which we may hereforth call “the party” for convenience, seems to have chosen to disregard
the principled approach of winning elections through the introduction of one’s policy programs, resorting instead to incite public discord through the
use of ethnically charged statements that stand in total defiance to the constitutionally established right of self determination and self-rule.

The special case in point is the anti-democratic attempt levelled at the Harari Nation to turn the wheel of history to the period when people were
ruled by “inderase’s (lit. my look-alike), as the appointee of the Harar-ge provincial governor was significantly called. It was a time when all the way
to district and municipal administration was ruled by gun-touting (lit. neftegna) feudal lords appointed invariably from outside the region. Such nos-
talgic proposal to bring to life the injustices of bygone days replete with misrules intertwined with so- called hidden rules (lit. wiste denb) that ren-
dered the Harari people strangers in their own country and subjected them to wide ranging immigration, only betrays the depth of moral decadence
and political bankruptcy of the party in question. The untold misery the system wrought to the public was by no means limited to Hararis, but in-
cluded all peoples of Ethiopia, not sparing even those amongst whom the ruling elites were selected. As such, it is clear that the real agenda be-
hind this subversive attempt is to gradually abolish the liberty, equality and fraternity tenets of the current constitution that came about as a result of
all-inclusive democratic discourse.

Even though the party is now seen as divided into factions, it remains to be a conglomeration of different shades of the same color, unified in their
shared misguided outlook that propagates the notion that autonomous regional structure somehow equates to a system of
“ethnicism” (gosagnannet) in a sense of prejudice based on ethnic origin. Since when is a system of self-rule where diversity is recognized, power
is shared, nation building is coordinated and any opposition party is allowed to operate without restriction considered “ethnic politics™? Closely tied
to this claim is also the calling of the federal structure on which the regional rule is based “dictatorial”. The contour of the long term aim of such
propaganda is clear:- to pave the way for “real ethnicism” where forced assimilation replaces encouraged integration as based on ‘real dictator-
ship”, the type of which are abound in the monarchical and dergue-sque heritage lessons.

We should not lose sight of the fact that the activities of the party today is hardly different from the one forged in the election campaign of 1997
insofar as the party’s short-term plan is concerned. Instead of focusing on issues, it devoted its campaign for defamatory activities that undermine
peaceful coexistence among the people and create an atmosphere of chaos; a favourable breeding ground for a back door election winning strat-
egy, which is often caused by lack of confidence to fight one’s way through the medium of fair and free competition. Such behavioural tactic, which
negates a level playing field, does not have place in any pluralistic democratic system that aims for nation building.

The state of affairs in Ethiopia today is characterized by peace and prosperity for which the country earned much praise at the intemational level
and has become the envy of its neighbours and the pride of Africa. This came as a result of social justice brought about by the Constitution, which
was instrumental in creating good will, causing a surge in morale and producing a spirit of cooperation. The Constitution gives each ethnic group in
its historical living area an inalienable right to life, property, creed and culture. The long- lasting peace and prosperity of Europe is attributed to the
gradual appearance and consolidation of “nation states”, the wisdom of which is based on the same realities of political structures constituted as
explained in the recognition of differences thereby promoting cooperation rather than confrontation.

It is incumbent upon the Ethiopian people to be on guard to protect their hard won victory from the subversive forces intent on bringing back in
some form the atrocious system of the era long past. Meticulous campaign work is needed, especially from the vanguard of the progressive forces
lest the anti-democratic forces hold the reign of power by misleading the people for the aim of misappropriating their voices and hence winning their
representation. We would like to transmit our message to remind of the need to make every effort to disable the political machination of the party,
thereby denying it success in its destructive design.

Victory Belongs to the Ethiopian People!!

Toronto, Canada
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A Joint Statement by Community Organizations of Ethiopian Origin in Diaspora
Regarding the Debate on Ethiopian Federalism

TO
The Concerned Ethiopian Government Institutions
Ethiopian Political Parties
Community Organisations of Ethiopian Origin in Diaspora
Dear Sir/Madam

First and foremost we would like to express our appreciation and support for the process of social, economic
and democratic developments which are being undertaken in Ethiopia. Henceforth, we honour and acknowl-
edge the commitment of the Ethiopian government for its continuous effort to facilitate and consolidate the
processes and advance peace, stability and security in Ethiopia regardless of internal and external obstacles
aimed to discredit and paralyse the progress.

The objective of this joint statement is to highlight our concern to the Ethiopian people and the Ethiopian gov-
ernment some of the provocative comments and statements made on the debate of “Ethiopian Federalism” on
Ethiopian national TV on March 372010. On the debate, we noted that a number of representatives from op-
position parties indicated that the promotion of “Federalism in Ethiopia” is inherently wrong and dysfunc-
tional highlighting the existence of the “Harari National State” as one of the anomalies of the Federalism in
Ethiopian and the Ethiopian Constitution. This joint statement provides a brief response to the restatements
made on the debate and provides some of the evidences that the Harari National State is indeed a model dem-
onstrating functional Federalism in Ethiopia and Ethiopian Constitution; and a symbol of peace, tolerance and
prosperity in Ethiopia.

No one doubts the fact that the Harari National State and Hararis are one of the nations and nationalities of
Ethiopia with an independent history, culture, language and values. The people of Ethiopia are well aware of
the fact that the lack of recognition for the rights of ethnic minorities and the subsequent repression of nation-
alities by the previous Ethiopian governments led to various forms of internal strive and struggle which had
nearly brought Ethiopia to the brink of disintegration. However, their struggle against oppression and violation
of ethnic rights brought about the end of these repressive regimes and ushered a fresh breath into their hopes,
aspirations and more importantly opened a new chapter in their history as one nation under a new Ethiopian
Constitution which was approved by the participation of Ethiopian people for the first time in Ethiopian his-
tory.

One of the most important features of the Ethiopian Constitution is that it has breathed new life and hope on
the future of ethnic minorities, nations and nationalities by restructuring the contemporary Ethiopia under Eth-
nic National States taking into consideration differences in their

. values and aspirations;

. socio-economic status;

. historical background;

. unique historical position and reality and
. concerns as a minority.

DN B W=
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A Joint Statement by Community Organizations of Ethiopian Origin in Diaspora
Regarding the Debate on Ethiopian Federalism

Moreover, the Ethiopian constitution provides further provisions for the newly formed Ethnic National States
that they are independent to formulate and implement socio-economic policies and programs with the objec-
tive in mind of preserving, protecting and promoting their values, hopes and aspirations without restrictions,
reservations and interventions. Based on the above premises, the Harari National State has been justifiably
given a unique status of National State considering its distinctive and unique historical position and its ultimate
need for protection as one of the minority ethnic groups in Ethiopia. Accordingly, the Ethiopian people have
justified beyond any reasonable doubt that the issues relevant to the establishment of the Harari National State
are unique and distinctive and fulfilled the conditions of one of minority ethnic groups requiring the support
and protection of the Ethiopian law. Some of the justifiable reasons for granting this unique status for the Ha-
rari National State include:

1. Harar was an independent and proud nation with history showing over 100 Kings before it was made to
fall by Emperor Menelik II in 1887

2. The Harari population has been deliberately repressed and brought to the brink of extinction and disper-
sion by the brutal persecution and systematic oppression of the past Ethiopian governments;

3. Harar and Hararis have received international recognitions for their continuous independent struggle
and sacrifices of innumerable lives while struggling against persecution and oppression of their nation
and nationalities;

4. Harar and Hararis do exhibit solid history of thousands of years of continuous and independent govern-
ments extending to the horn of Africa;

5. Harar and Hararis have played a significant role in promoting peace, stability and ethnic tolerance in
and around the Harari Region;

6. Harar and Hararis are wonderful examples of hospitality, and peaceful co-existence among nations and
nationalities in Ethiopia;

7. Harar is an internationally recognised library and museum of history of East Africa and its surrounding
region,

8. Harar has been considered as the fourth holiest city of Islam and

9. Harar and Hararis have been honoured with the UN prize for peace and listened under world heritage.

The people of Ethiopia believe that the items listed above put Harar and Hararis at the top of the list as unique
and distinctive nation in the context of the contemporary Ethiopian history. The Ethiopian people have ac-
cepted the fact that these unique historical positions of Harar and Hararis tell part of their own historical past
that can not be narrated without an exemplary formation of Harari National State. For that, the people of Ethio-
pia are the ultimate owners and guardians of the Ethiopian Constitution. Therefore, Ethiopians will defend the
Constitution because it enshrines the core values of protecting, preserving, and promoting their hopes and aspi-
rations they have struggled for and sacrificed their lives for over a century. The Ethiopian people are also the
guardians of the Constitution because it recognises the rights of ethnic minorities, nations and nationalities of
Ethiopia irrespective of the number of their nationals and the size of the area of habitation.

We Hararis in Diaspora and our stakeholders assert that it is the basic rule of logical reasoning and knowledge
of Ethiopian history that was overlooked on the debate of “Ethiopian Federalism”. We argue that the answer to
what kind of Federalism in Ethiopia is like solving a jigsaw puzzle. Unless one gets it perfectly right, it is
never right. To get it right, one needs to understand the underlying fundamentals behind the formation of
Ethiopian Constitution and, more specifically, the five basic criteria listed above.

hv 11
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A Joint Statement by Community Organizations of Ethiopian Origin in Diaspora
Regarding the Debate on Ethiopian Federalism

We believe that so far no opposition party appears to have addressed and tackled the problems and provided a
solution in the light of the values, hopes and aspirations of the Ethiopian people. Instead, what we have seen is
confusing, self contradicting and irresponsible comments aimed at creating distrust, tensions and conflicts
among the Ethiopian people.
Our experience and observation of Democratic processes in developed countries teach us that contestant par-
ties present their case to the electoral public and present themselves as better candidates to lead their country
and people to prosperity and security. In the election process, they
1. try to consider their differences as temporary and good opportunities for dialogue and better understand-
mng;
2. rely on the guiding principles of progress rather than regress regardless of the immediate and short run
challenges they are facing;
3. focus on building the future on what has already been achieved so that citizens enjoy the fruits of a bet-
ter future;
4. put forward specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and time bound plans and policies that would
bring positive changes in their country;
. learn to respond to the challenging questions they are facing in the process of election;
. fight their opponents with information instead of reactions and intimidations;
7. learn to focus on the issues rather than the people while demonstrating to the public that they are mature
enough to guide and lead mature and civilised political party and
8. conduct sufficient consultations and research with their stakeholders to check whether the policies they
promote are to the best interest of their party and nation.

AN DN

Our close observation of the process of Ethiopian General Election shows that most of the above ingredients
demonstrating mature opposition party are sadly missing. Therefore, our opinion is that regardless of whatever
political party presents its policies and programs to the public, a mature party that will appeal to the public will
be the one which :
1. clearly highlights the constitutional rights of minorities referring back to the history of the impacts mi-
nority suppression and subjugation in Ethiopia;
2. clearly shows the apparent danger of returning to the old systems of government and their impracticality
in the context of contemporary Ethiopia;
3. responds to questions more responsibly, respectfully and without intimidating the electoral public.
4. emphasises respecting the rule of law and
5. Supports Ethiopian Federalism and upholds the full rights of nations and nationalities including minority
groups in Ethiopia. .

In our opinion, these approaches, principles and policies are the measures and tests that would make one politi-
cal party more mature and responsible to lead the country and the its people than an alternative party. It is on
these bases that we assert the formation of the Harari National State is a test for a mature political party be-
cause Harari National State is a clear prove demonstrating a functional Federalism in Ethiopia and is a model
of peace, stability and prosperity in the country.

As a result, the Harari National State demonstrated that it has not only protected but also promoted the
rights of all nationalities in the state while fulfilling the constitutional rights of its nationals without re-
strictions and reservations. These core principles and values are the underlying causes for their struggles
and scarifies they have paid for over a century.
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A Joint Statement by Community Organizations of Ethiopian Origin in Diaspora
Regarding the Debate on Ethiopian Federalism

No one doubts that the Harar National State has proved itself as a nation producing innumerable citizens of
highest personal and

group responsibilities from different ethnic backgrounds. Harari National State has always been guided by for-
ward looking principles and policies aimed at achieving prosperity to all it citizens. These were the core values
of the Harari National State in the past and that is going to be in the future.

In summary, it is important to note that the Ethiopian people do not have the time and desire to live in the past
and throw away the future. The past is history and a lesson for shaping the future. The future is hope and a new
beginning for better opportunities and positive changes. The desire to live in the past and deny the rights of
others bring back memories of the past oppression which is the underlying causes for tensions, conflicts and
crisis. That is going to be too risky and we expect that is not the political objective and intention of any mature
political party.

Therefore, we urge all political parties commit themselves to put their utmost effort to bring about peace, sta-
bility and prosperity in the new Ethiopia. We also urge them to refrain from making confusing, inconsistent
and provocative statements to the electoral public that they wish to lead to prosperity regardless of their ethnic
background and areas of habitations. Our expectation and the expectation of the Ethiopian people and the in-
ternational community is to see political parties exhibit maturity and promote policies that bring positive
changes to Ethiopia in civilised and professional manners.

Last but not least, we would like extend our appreciation to those political parties that have shown maturity in
the election process and wish them all the best in the general election and that the coming term would bring
peace prosperity and stability to Ethiopia and Ethiopians.

We wish to acknowledge the contributions of individuals, groups and the many Harari Community Organiza-
tions in Diaspora and their stakeholders for providing all the necessary support and feedback prior to releasing
this joint statement. We would also like to acknowledge parties and organizations who responded to the above
matter on timely manner.

Best Regards.
Signatories:
1. Atlanta individual interested Hararis (Atlanta USA) 18. Harari Saay Association (Australia)
2. Amana Kids (Amana Waldach) (Canada and USA) 19. Harari Society of Calgary (Canada)
3. Dallas Harari Women Association (USA) 20. Harari Sports and Cultural Federation (HSCF) (Canada & USA)
4. Ethiopian Interest Advocacy Group Worldwide (Australia) 21. Harari Women Association in Toronto (Canada)
5. Gursum Community Association (Canada) 22. HNL Supporting Group in North America (Canada & USA)
6. Harar Interest Advocacy Group International (Australia) 23. Los Angles Area Harari Community Association (USA)
7. Harar Revival Movement (Worldwide, USA) 24. Memphis Harari Community Association (USA)
8. Harari Canadian Community of Ontario (Canada) 25. North America United Harari Organization (USA & Canada)
9. Harari Community Association (Australia) 26. Northern Californian Hararian Association (USA)
10. Harari Community Association in Rome (Italy) 27. Society for Heritage and Advancement of Harari Nation
11. Harari Community in Edmonton (Canada) (SHAHAN) (Canada)
12. Harari Community in Germany (Germany) 28. Sweden Harari Association (Sweden)
13. Harari Community of Dallas Texas (Afocha) (USA) 29. Switzerland Harari Community Association (Switzerland)
14. Harari Community of Ontario (Canada) 30. Vancouver Harari Community (Canada)
15. Harari Community of Ottawa (Canada) 31. Washington Harari Community Inc. (USA)
16. Harari Congress in Diaspora (Canada) 32. Yemag Harari Association (Australia)
17. Harari Heritage Centre (Canada) 33. 3 CR Harari Radio Board (Australia)

34. 3zzz Harari Radio Board (Australia)
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Dear Hararies

The Harari Sports and Cultural Federation (HSCF) is
pleased to formally invite you to the 15th annual HSCF
gathering of Hararies in Toronto from July 5M to July 1 1M

This year's festival is jointly hosted by the Federation and
Harari Heritage Centre (HHC) with the full cooperation of the
Harari Torontonians. We encourage the different social
groups and individuals to participate in this event to
contribute their share for the best interest of our society. We
expect attendance this year the highest ever.

The Federation takes this opportunity to extend its gratitude
to the Dallas and Atlanta Hararies for the 2008 and 2009
festival they have hosted respectively; the two events have
contributed in building a positive environment in the history
of the HSCF, in addition, the Federation have a high regard
for the Atlanta organizing committee for their financial
contribution in which will be used to facilitate this year's
event.

We look forward to seeing you in the friendly city of Toronto.

HSCF & HHC
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Shahan Editorial Board is an independent organiza-
tion of volunteers and professionals whose purpose
is to offer Harari people opportunities for personal
growth and service to others. The view expressed in
the articles contained in this publication are those of
the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opin-
ions of the editors of Shahan, or the membership of
the Shahan Editorial Board .

Telephone: 780 200 0630
E-mail: dilshahan@hotmail.com
Website: www.dilshahan.com

wwwl.dilshahan.com

. and
@W &
F-SHAHAN

Harari Nation s

ﬁ"} - Shahan

Harari National Heritage
Magazine n4izz leevi @27

RN

To view Sabian (geez) font on thes and other website please downlosd Gees Unicode to your computer

D n gyne

el e ) ) s




